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Dear  Mr.  Kemper: 

Objectives  of  archaeological  research  by  the  Robert  S. 
Peabody  Foundation  for  Archaeology  are  now  of  a  nature  some- 
what different  from  those  which  motivated  some  of  our  under- 
takings in  former  years «    While  it  is  true  that  no  one  can 
overlook  the  possibility  of  gathering  specimens  for  Museum 
display,  success  in  the  prosecution  of  the  task  of  unraveling 
the  prehistory  of  our  continent  demands  that  we  search  for  facts 
and  for  data  which  will  elucidate  relationships  among  remote 
antecedents  as  well  as  the  immediate  inhabitants.    Such  data 
rarely  make  fine  display  pieces,  yet  one  solid  fact  is  worth 
far  more  for  our  purposes  than  a  hundred  striking  objects 
which  could  be  purchased  through  dealers. 

Briefly  stated,  the  history  of  archaeology  in  the  North- 
east has  been  in  no  way  different  from  the  history  of  archaeology 
elsewhere:    its  birth  was  as  relic  collecting,  for  the  pure  and 
simple  interest  of  the  objects  recovered.    It  was  soon  recog- 
nized that  without  supporting  data  such  objects  were  little 
more  than  curios,  and  that  even  with  supporting  data  as  to 
provenience —  all  too  frequently  so  vague  as  to  be  of  little 
value —  they  still  were  closely  akin  to  curiosities  and  the 
undertaking  little  more  than  antiquarianism.    Since  it  follows 


that  supporting  data  is  of  value,  data  as  to  associations  of 
objects  is  of  even  greater  import.    Intrinsic  value  of  the 
object  per  se  then  becomes  insignificant.    As  an  illustration — 
if  all  our  books  and  manuscripts  were  destroyed  by  fire  or 
decay,  a  font  of  type  would  be  of  little  value  to  an  archaeolo- 
gist delving  in  evidences  of  our  civilization  unless  it  were 
accompanied  by  carvings  on  stone  which  preserved  the  fact  that 
the  impressions  made  by  those  curious  pieces  of  metal  could  be 
fitted  together  to  form  various  combinations  which,  he  might 
deduce,  were  a  written  language-    A  clever  man  might  be  able  to 
reconstruct  the  whole  complex  of  printing.    Without  such  for- 
tuitous association,  it  is  possible  that  5000  years  or  more  from 
now  the  Paul  Revere  Press  might  seem  to  be  only  a  collection  of 
curious  pieces  of  metal ,  labelled  "ceremonial  pieces"  by  some 
museum  curator  for  want  of  a  better  name. 

Our  museums  contain  too  many  "ceremonial  pieces"  and 
too  little  information  about  the  people  who  used  them,  and  their 
ways  of  life.    Even  less  well  known,  here  in  the  Northeast,  is 
the  relative  age  of  the  several  groups  of  people  whose  remains 
we  find.    Information  regarding  the  sequence  of  culture  groups 
and  their  dates,  relative  as  well  as  absolute,  is  a  goal  toward 
which  we  strive. 

Since  1936  your  Foundation  has  been  searching  for  places 
to  excavate  at  which  much  needed  information  might  be  obtained. 
Our  excavations  in  and  around  Blue  Hill,  Maine,  were  undertaken 
because  that  area  seemed  to  promise  evidence  to  unravel  the 
relationship  between  the  makers  of  the  heaps  of  shell  and 
rubbish  that  dot  the  coast  and  the  "Red  Paint"  people  known 
only  from  excavations  in  burial  grounds  where  little  concerning 


the  daily  life  of  the  people  was  preserved.    When  the  opportunity 
to  secure  data  at  excavations  for  foundations  of  buildings  in 
Boston  appeared,  it  was  undertaken  because  of  the  chance  that  it 
might  include  some  evidence  bearing  on  the  antiquity  of  man  in 
this  region,  and  on  possible  changes  in  fauna,  flora,  and  the 
level  of  the  sea  with  respect  to  the  land.    Data  beyond  value 
has  been  secured,  yet  we  have  only  a  few  stakes  and  shells  to 
show  for  it.    The  published  report  is  of  utmost  importance  to 
geologists,  botanists,  and  others,    "When  the  opportunity  to 
gather  data  in  the  Yukon  appeared,  it  was  one  which  could  not 
be  overlooked,  because  of  the  fact  that  almost  nothing  was  known 
about  the  area,  and  also  because  of  the  fact  that  associated 
scientists  would  be  present  to  interpret  past  conditions  in  terms 
of  climate,  forest  cover,  and  geological  conditions.  Titicut 
offered  an  opportunity  to  tie  historic  Indian  remains  to 
European  trade  goods,  for  this  site  is  believed  to  have  been 
that  visited  by  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Edward  Wins low  on  June  21, 
1621,    To  our  great  surprise,  it  appears  that  Titicut,  which  is 
at  an  exceedingly  desirable  location  on  the  Taunton  River,  was 
occupied  more  than  once,  and  that  there  is  some  possibility  of 
typing  the  earlier  occupation  to  phenomena  associated  with  re- 
treat of  the  glacial  ice  from  New  England, 

Active  prosecution  of  study  and  analysis  of  collections 
secured  at  Titicut  by  the  Foundation  in  excavations  carried  on 
in  19h7 ,  and  by  members  of  the  Warren  King  Moorehead  Chapter 
of  the  Massachusetts  Archaeological  Society  in  19U6  is  now 
going  on.    The  report  will  be  a  collaboration  between  Mr.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  Maurice  Robbins,  a  leading  figure  in  the  Society  and 
Chapter,    As  planned,  the  report  will  include  a  careful  and 


extensive  analysis  of  nearly  four  thousand  artifacts  from  the 
site  itself,  together  with  a  comparative  analysis  of  nearly  as 
many  specimens  excavated  from  other  sites  by  the  Foundation  and 
by  other  organizations  in  New  England  and  New  York,    It  is  ex- 
pected that  considerable  new  data  will  come  from  this  project, 
which  will  require  a  year  or  two  for  completion 0 

Remains  of  a  structure  believed  to  have  been  a  fishweir 
were  uncovered  in  1939,  on  Boylston  Street  in  Boston,    Our  last 
report  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  still  further  remains 
of  the  same  structure  were  found  in  the  excavation  for  the  John 
Hancock  Life  Insurance  Building  on  Stuart  and  Berkeley  Streets. 
Even  more  extensive  data  have  been  secured  from  the  Stuart  Street 
excavation  than  from  that  on  Boylston  Street,  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  the  publication  of  this  study  will  release  informa- 
tion which  will  add  materially  to  our  knowledge  of  conditions 
under  which  former  inhabitants  of  Boston  lived.    It  is  likely 
that  the  date  of  1700-lkOO  or  700-^00  B.C.,  determined  in  the 
first  analysis,  will  be  corrected  and  made  more  certain. 
Reports  covering  all  geological  and  biological  phases  of  the 
study,  save  one  which  is  definitely  promised  for  early  January, 
are  now  in  hand.    Editing  of  these,  collating  them,  and  develop- 
ing conclusions  from  the  many-sided  research  will  be  the  task 
of  Mr.  Johnson  who  hopes  to  complete  the  report  for  publication 
in  the  summer  or  early  fall.    It  appears  quite  likely  that  the 
projected  garage,  to  be  built  under  Boston  Common,  will  uncover 
still  more  evidence  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  Boston,  perhaps 
even  the  site  of  their  village. 

Work  at  Wasp  Island,  in  the  Union  River,  near  Ellsworth, 
Maine,  was  completed  during  the  summer  of  19k7*    Work  was  again 


carried  on  under  the  joint  sponsorship  of  the  Foundation  and  the 
Abbe  Museum,  of  Bar  Harbor.    Students  from  the  Summer  School  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  constituted  the  crev/.    Here  for 
the  first  time  we  have  excavated  a  site  characterized  by  a  series 
of  clearly  defined  occupation  levels  which  are  superimposed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  form  a  stratigraphic  sequence.    Due  probably  to 
the  nature  of  the  soil,  we  lack  bone  tools  and  weapons  which  are 
characteristic  of  shell  heaps,  but  we  have  sufficient  evidence 
from  stone  tools  and  pottery  to  put  in  order  the  now  unplaced 
series  of  shell  heaps  from  which,  in  years  past,  so  much  was 
collected.    Furthermore,  the  place  of  the  hitherto  unanchored 
"Red  Paint"  culture  now  seems  fixed  beyond  question  of  doubt. 
After  one  more  season  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  where 
European  trade  goods  have  been  found,  it  should  be  possible  to 
complete  a  chronologic  sequence  for  northern  New  England  re- 
presented by  sites  now  excavated.    It  is  quite  likely  that  this 
record  may  hold  the  key  to  the  prehistory  of  all  non-agricultural 
people  south  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

During  the  summer  Dr.  Lawrence  Goldthwaite,  of  the 
Department  of  Geology  of  the  University  of  Maine,  visited  Wasp 
Island,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Edward  Cormier.    In  order  to  determine 
the  nature  of  the  island,  they  made  borings  at  various  locations 
on  the  island  and  on  the  adjacent  mainland.    Mr.  Byers,  Dr. 
Goldthwaite  and  Mr.  Cormier  then  made  a  brief  examination  of  the 
nearby  sections  of  the  Union  River  valley.    While  this  disclosed 
some  hitherto  unsuspected  geological  features,  it  gave  no  clue 
as  to  the  possible  date  of  the  earliest  occupation  of  Wasp  Island. 
Samples  of  the  silts  which  make  up  the  islnnd  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  University  of  Maine  for  a  series  of  tests.  Fol- 
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lowing  these  tests,  Dr.  Edward  S.  Deevey,  Jr.,  of  Yale  University, 
plans  to  examine  the  samples  for  possible  pollen  content  "which 
might  offer  a  clue  to  the  age  of  the  site.    Although  the  material 
which  lies  deepest,  and  is  therefor  oldest,  is  buried  beneath 
silt  attaining  a  thickness  of  between  four  and  five  feet,  there 
is  no  evidence  inherent  in  the  mere  fact  of  depth  which  will 
permit  the  assignment  of  any  particular  place  in  the  time  scale 
to  these  remains.    So  many  variables  must  be  taken  into  account 
that  we  can  do  little  more  than  guess  at  age„    Nevertheless,  it 
appears  likely  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  manifestation  of  a 
culture  that  may  boast  antiquity  greater  than  we  had  been  willing 
to  grant  it,    Hence  we  must  proceed  with  due  caution. 

This  work  has  been  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
Mr.  Byers,  who,  vdth  Mr.  Wendell  S.  Hadlock,  of  the  Abbe  Museum, 
will  study  the  collection  and  prepare  the  report.    It  forms  a 
part  of  the  whole  program  of  which  excavations  at  the  Nevin 
Shell  Heap  and  the  Richards  Shell  Heap,  both  in  Blue  Hill,  are 
earlier  steps.    Mr.  Byers  now  has  plans  for  an  ambitious  publi- 
cation based  on  the  analysis  of  data  from  all  three  sites. 
Study  of  the  collections  from  the  two  latter  sites  will  proceed 
during  the  winter „ 

In  our  report  covering  activities  during  19^7  we  called 
attention  to  the  canoe  trip  undertaken  by  Mr.  Edward  S.  Rogers, 
of  Lincoln,  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Murray  H.  Rogers,  of  Methuen, 
Massachusetts,  through  the  interior  of  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
The  collection  which  they  brought  back  included  a  variety  of 
objects  representing  the  remains  of  a  hitherto  unknown  culture. 
During  the  summer  of  19li8  they  returned  to  the  region  about 
Lake  Mistassini,  to  conduct  test  excavations  at  sites  found  in 
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19U7  and  to  secure  data  not  previously  available.    They  exca- 
vated in  eleven  sites  discovered  previously,  and  at  nine  which 
were  discovered  this  season.    In  part  because  of  lower  water  on 
lakes  and  rivers,  approximately  ninety  new  sites  were  discovered 
during  IOI4.  days  in  the  field.    Close  to  1000  specimens  were 
brought  back,  193  of  which  were  excavated  and  supported  by  care- 
fully recorded  data.    Peculiarities  of  the  region  include  an 
extremely  thin  mantle  of  soil,  all  too  frequently  washed  away 
by  lakes  and  streams,  so  that  the  implements  in  many  instances 
are  found  lying  on  a  rock  surface  where  no  stratigraphic 
evidence  is  possible.    Importance  of  the  discovery  dictated  the 
value  of  immediate  publication.    Accordingly  a  preliminary  re- 
port, covering  only  the  results  of  the  1?U7  season,  and  titled 
"Archaeological  Reconnaissance  of  Lakes  Mistassini  and  Albanel, 
Province  of  Quebec,  19U7"  was  published  by  the  Messrs.  Rogers 
in  the  October,  19U8,  issue  of  AMERICAN  ANTIQUITY,    In  the  same 
issue,  Mr.  Johnson  published  a  preliminary  interpretation  of  the 
significance  of  the  finds  under  title  ''The  Rogers'  Collection 
from  Lakes  Mistassini  and  Albanel,  Province  of  Quebec" 

Expenses  of  the  19U8  trip  were  supported  by  a  grant  of 
$600  from  the  Viking  Fund,  which  was  matched  by  another  $600 
from  the  Foundation.    The  entire  project  is  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr,  Johnson. 

The  Andover-Harvard  Yukon  Expedition,  the  subject  of  a 
separate  memorandum  last  spring,  and  a  collaborative  venture 
directed  jointly  by  Mr.  Johnson  and  Dr.  Hugh  M.  Raup,  of  Harvard 
•University,  assembled  at  IVhitehorse,  Yukon  Territory  during  the 
latter  part  of  May.    Thence  the  party  of  seven  proceeded  to  the 
first  base  camp,  some  sixty  miles  to  the  west,  where  they  remained 


until  the  first  of  July,  covering  an  area  about  sixty  miles 
square  about  the  camp  both  by  truck  and  on  foot.    Eight  archaeo- 
logical sites  were  located  and  partly  excavated,  and  a  wealth  of 
geological  and  botanical  data  were  obtained.    On  July  first  the 
party  moved  to  Burwash  Landing,  on  the  shores  of  Kluane  Lake. 
Thence,  with  a  train  of  thirty-three  pack  and  saddle  horses, 
they  made  a  trip  of  some  lUO  miles  to  the  north  and  east  of 
Kluane  Lake,  traversing  a  section  of  the  unglaciated  Yukon 
Plateau  which  had  never  before  been  investigated.    In  the  course 
of  this  trip,  which  consumed  three  weeks,  five  prehistoric  camp 
sites  and  a  large  number  of  historic  Indian  ones  were  examined. 
The  greatest  significance  i»  this  part  of  the  work  lies  in  the 
botanical  and  geological  data  secured.    From  the  end  of  July  to 
the  ninth  of  September  the  expedition  was  camped  on  the  shores 
of  Kluane  Lakt,  a  body  of  water  some  forty  miles  long.  The 
region  surrounding  the  lake  was  explored,  and  work  of  varying 
intensity  was  carried  on  at  about  twenty  archaeological  sites, 
while  associated  botanical  and  geological  researches  continued 
unabated. 

Planned  collaboration  in  the  field  has  greatly  enhanced 
the  value  of  the  work  within  the  compass  of  each  discipline. 
Only  brief  and  tentative  statements  can  be  made  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  data  have  not  yet  been  analyzed.  Capitalization 
of  the  reconnaissance  done  by  Mr.  Johnson  in  19UU  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Foundation  has  made  possible  the  verification 
and  expansion  of  ideas  concerning  early  human  occupation  of  the 
area.    Evidence  that  man  inhabited  the  territory  as  long  ago  as 
2500  B.C.  or  earlier  has  come  to  light,  and  it  can  be  shown 
that  Indians  have  lived  in  the  region  from  that  time  to  the  present 
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except  for  a  few  years  close  to  $00  A»D»  when  a  volcanic 
eruption  blanketed  the  area  with  ash.    Geological  work  has  not 
only  made  possible  the  dating,  but  has  also  furnished  us  with 
a  considerable  body  of  knowledge  concerning  the  changing  en- 
vironment and  topography  of  the  period.    Botanical  investiga- 
tions support  and  complement  these  findings,  offering  evidence 
that  the  early  inhabitants  lived  in  a  grassland,  and  that 
present-day  forests  are  less  than  one  thousand  years  old. 
From  this  we  infer  that  the  early  inhabitants  were  prairie 
people,  roaming  the  country  in  search  of  herds  of  game  >  All 
this  throws  a  new  light  on  problems  connected  with  the  migra- 
tion of  people  to  this  continent. 

A  preliminary  outline  for  the  account  of  the  findings 
resulting  from  the  expedition  has  been  drawn  up.    Dr.  Raup  and 
Mr.  Johnson  will  probably  commence  work  during  the  late  spring 
or  early  summer,    as  yet  no  date  can  be  set  for  the  completion 
of  the  report  which  will  be  published  by  the  Foundation. 

As  a  corollary  of  our  interest  in  archaeological  research, 
the  Foundation  is  under  some  obligation  to  support  undertakings 
which  vill  both  further  the  spread  of  archaeological  knowledge 
and  maintain  the  standards  of  American  Archaeology «  Although 
we  supported  the  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Editor  and  later 
President  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology,  filled  by 
Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Byers  for  an  overall  period  of  nine  years, 
neither  is  now  an  officer  of  any  national  society.  Connections 
with  the  Massachusetts  Archaeological  Society,  founded  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Foiandation  continue  to  be  closely  maintained. 
T/Ve  shall  entertain  the  Society  at  its  Decennial  meeting,  which 
will  be  held  in  Peabody  House,  April  9,  19h9»    Mr.  Byers  is  Editor 
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for  the  Society,  and  prepares  all  publications  of  the  Society 
here  in  the  Foundation  vri.th  the  able  assistance  of  Miss  Carey. 
The  Northeastern  Chapter  of  the  Massachusetts  Archaeological 
Society  meets  frequently  in  the  Museum,  and  we  have  undertaken 
to  assist  in  their  projects  for  excavation.    As  noted  earlier, 
Mr.  Johnson  is  in  active  collaboration  with  the  Warren  King 
Moorehead  Chapter  of  this  Society  in  preparing  the  study  of  the 
findings  made  at  the  site  known  as  Titicut. 

Mr.  Johnson  continues  actively  on  a  number  of  important 
committees  of  national  scope.    The  Committee  for  the  Recovery 
of  Archaeological  Remains,  sponsored  by  the  Society  for  American 
ijrchaeology,  represents  the  entire  field  of  American  Archaeology. 
Being  a  committee  of  private  citizens,  it  has  been  able  to  advise 
various  governmental  agencies  concerning  means  of  salvaging 
priceless  archaeological  remains  threatened  with  destruction  by 
Federal  multi-purpose  dams.    While  developing  a  program  under 
which  projects  are  now  being  carried  forward  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  National  Park  Service,  Bureau  of  Reclamation  and 
Corp  of  Engineers  in  no  less  than  288  separate  reservoir  areas, 
the  committee  has  been  able  to  make  certain  that  high  standards 
have  been  maintained,  ensuring  the  status  of  the  program  as  an 
important  contribution  to  archaeological  knowledge,  as 
Secretary  of  this  Committee,  Mr.  Johnson  has  been  called  on  to 
testify  before  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  of  both  the  House 
and  the  Senate,  to  carry  on  extensive  correspondence  with  in- 
terested persons  throughout  the  country,  and  to  organize  the 
annual  meeting,  held  in  Washington  each  fall,  at  which  members 
of  the  several  agencies  assemble  to  discuss  problems  involved 
in  maintaining  successful  operation  of  an  undertaking  for  which 
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there  is  no  precedent* 

Mr.  Johnson  continues  as  representative  of  the  Committee 
for  the  Recovery  of  Archaeological  remains  on  the  National 
Council  for  Historic  Sites  and  Buildings,  of  which  he  is  a 
charter  member.    The  Council  was  formed  by  a  group  of  private 
individuals  and  various  organizations  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving and  interpreting  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  buildings 
situated  in  the  United  States  and  its  possessions  which  are  of 
significance  for  American  History  and  culture*    Its  scope  has 
been  enlarged  to  include  sites  of  importance  to  American 
Archaeology.    The  Council  has  voted  to  found  a  National  Trust 
modeled  after  the  National  Trust  of  Great  Britain.    It  is  ex- 
pected that  this  Trust,  for  which  a  charter  from  Congress  will 
be  sought,  will  constitute  a  fund  large  enough  to  realize  the 
purposes  of  the  Council,    Mr.  Johnson  serves  on  the  Nominating 
Committee,  and  on  the  Committee  on  Criteria  for  Selection  of 
Sites  and  Buildings  for  Preservation,  which  is  in  the  process 
of  establishing  basic  policy  for  the  Council. 

As  an  outgrowth  of  research  in  nuclear  physics  it  has 
been  determined  that  radio-active  isotopes  of  many  elements 
exist  in  nature.    Of  these,  carbon  is  one.    It  has  been  found 
that  living  organisms  take  in,  in  the  course  of  the  life  pro- 
cesses, a  certain  amount  of  naturally  redio-active  carbon  with 
an  atomic  weight  of  lh»    Alteration  of  this  isotope  occurs  con- 
tinually, and  Carbon  lU  becomes  ordinary  carbon  with  an  atomic 
weight  slightly  greater  than  12.    During  life  the  life  processes 
replenish  the  supply  from  the  surroundings  in  which  the  organism 
lives.    Dr.  W«  H.  Libby,  of  the  Institute  of  Nuclear  Studies  of 
the  University  of  Chicago  has  devised  a  means  of  dating  certain 
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archaeological  material  through  the  determination  of  the  per- 
centage of  Carbon  Ik  which  remains  in  the  specimen,  for  it 
follows  that  if  no  more  of  this  element  is  taken  in  after  the 
death  of  the  organism,  the  percentage  of  radio-active  carbon 
which  remains,  when  considered  in  terms  of  the  fixed  rate  of 
alteration,  is  a  valid  indicator  of  the  date  at  v/hich  the  death 
of  the  organism  occurredo    A  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Johnson  is 
Chairman,  was  established  by  the  American  Anthropological 
Association  to  provide  liaison  between  the  entire  field  of 
archaeology  and  Dr.  Libby.    One  of  the  first  tasks  of  the 
committee  was  that  of  assembling  for  him  archaeological  specimens 
which  had  been  authoritatively  dated  by  other  means  in  order  that 
the  method  might  be  fully  tested,    Nov/  that  the  project  is  in  its 
final  stage  of  development,  the  Committee  has  been  charged  with 
the  responsibility  for  making  arrangements  for  the  administra- 
tion and  operation  of  thu  plant  at  which  the  work  will  be 
carried  forward.    It  appears  likely  that  arrangements  for 
collaboration  with  geologists  and  possibly  paleobotanists 
will  ensue. 

Although  during  the  year  nothing  has  been  published  by 
the  Foundation  in  the  series  of  Papers  of  the  Robert  S.  Peabody 
Foundation,  five  papers  either  written  by  a  member  of  the  staff, 
or  in  v/hich  the  Foundation  v/as  interested  have  appeared  during 
19U8.    Attention  has  already  been  drawn  to  the  articles  by  the 
Messrs.  Edward  and  Murray  Rogers,  and  by  Mr.  Johnson  in  the 
October  issue  of  AMERICAN  ANTIQUITY.    The  same  issue  also  con- 
tained "Passadumkeag,  a  Red  Paint  Cemetery,  Thirty-Five  Years 
after  Moorehead,"  by  Wendell  S.  Hadlock  and  Theodore  Stern, 
covering  excavations  at  that  site  in  19u7  under  sponsorship  of 
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the  Foundation  and  the  Abbe  Museum.    Through  arrangements  with 
the  Editor,  the  Foundation  made  possible  adequate  illustration 
of  all  three  articles.    "American  Archaeology,  19lj.7,"  by 
Frederick  Johnson,  which  appeared  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Archaeology,  Volume  52,  Number  2,  is  a  summary  account  of 
activities  and  progress  in  both  North  and  South  America.  A 
study  of  Central  American  ethnology  compiled  by  Frederick 
Johnson  was  published  in  "Handbook  of  South  American  Indians; 
Volume  h,  The  Circum-Caribbean  Tribes,"  edited  by  Julian  H, 
Steward,  which  appeared  as  Bulletin  1U3  of  the  Bureau  of  i-jnerican 
Ethnology. 

The  Museum  has  one  new  installation —  a  synoptic 
collection  illustrating  the  results  of  the  campaign  on  Wasp 
Island.    It  is  evident  that  with  the  completion  of  the  analysis 
of  the  collections  secured  at  Wasp  Island  and  at  the  Nevin  and 
the  Richards  shell  heaps  it  will  be  necessary  to  dismantle  pre- 
sent displays  and  make  a  new  exhibition  of  material  secured 
from  northern  New  England  in  the  light  of  present-day  knowledge. 
At  this  time  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  devise  new  cases 
and  to  rearrange  the  hall  completely.    Space  for  proper  dis- 
play of  the  materials  from  Quebec,  the  Yukon  Territory,  and  from 
Titicut  will  also  be  required.    We  have  loaned  a  small  collection 
of  material  from  East  Killingly,  Connecticut,  secured  in  1938, 
to  Mr.  G.  D.  Pope,  Peabody  Museum,  Yale  University,  for  study 
as  comparative  material  bearing  on  discoveries  made  in  the  same 
area  under  his  own  direction.    During  the  year  we  have  added  a 
total  of  six  accessions  to  our  museum  catalogue,  representing 
one  thous.uid  one  hundred  eighty-soven  specimens*  Although 
these  arts  in  the  main  archaeological  specimens  which  have  been 


excavated  by  museum  expeditions,  a  few  ethnological  specimens, 
representing  the  work  of  living  or  historic  Indians  are  in- 
cluded under  three  accession  numbers. 

The  library  in  the  Museum  continues  to  grow  so  that 
before  long  we  shall  have  to  seek  new  space  or  to  ask  for 
storage  space  in  the  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  Library  or  elsewhere. 
During  the  year,  forty -two  new  volumes  were  added  to  the  shelves 
over  and  above  the  fifty-eight  exchanges  which  are  received 
regularly.    We  have  continued  our  practice  of  lending  books  to 
interested  persons  not  immediately  connected  with  the  Academy, 
and  in  this  way  have  been  able  to  provide  a  number  of  volumes 
which  are  difficult  of  access  to  qualified  students.    The  library 
is  used  regularly  by  a  small  number  of  persons  in  the  town. 

Although  the  Foundation  was  fortunate  in  securing  a 
trained  librarian,  then  Miss  Dorothy  Bodwell,  to  undertake  the 
proper  cataloguing  of  its  library  in  193U,  and  in  securing  as 
secretary  Miss  Evelyn  V/illet  who  had  had  a  library  training 
course,  it  was  impossible  to  secure  the  services  of  anyone  with 
library  training  when  Miss  V/illet  resigned  following  her  marriage 
Accordingly,  for  a  period  of  approximately  two  years,  books  and 
periodicals  were  received  without  Leing  properly  catalogued. 
The  library  was  in  danger  of  becoming  once  again  a  confusion  of 
books.    Furtunately  we  were  able  to  secure  again  the  services 
of  the  former  Miss  Bodwell,  now  Mrs.  Dorothy  Bloom,  through  an 
arrangement  with  Mrs.  Richardson.    As  a  result  of  Mrs.  Richardson 
interest,  Mrs.  Bloom  devotes  one  afternoon  each  week  to  work  in 
our  library,  coming  to  the  Foundation  from  the  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  Library  for  the  purpose.    She  has  helped  to  train  Miss 
Marie  E.  Carey  so  that  the  two  young  ladies  have  straightened 


-  15  - 

out  difficulties  in  the  catalogue  which  will  make  the  books  here 
available  to  those  who  consult  the  union  catalogue  in  the  main 
libraiy0 

This  year  Mr.  Byers  is  teaching  a  class  of  four  students 
who  elected  the  course  offered  by  the  Department.    In  many  ways 
this  is  not  entirely  satisfactory,  but  it  seems  difficult  in 
view  of  the  requirements  of  the  curriculum  to  cover  enough 
ground  to  satisfy  our  desires.    It  might  be  suggested  that  the 
boys  be  taken  on  field  trips,  but  this  is  difficult  without  in- 
terrupting the  athletic  program,  except  in  the  winter  term. 
At  this  time  boys  may  be  taken  to  visit  museums.    It  does  not 
seem  practical  to  attempt  to  do  more  than  have  one  field  day  on 
vjhich  the  boys  can  be  acquainted  with  principles  and  problems 
of  archaeological  field  work. 

It  would  not  be  proper  to  close  this  report  without 
giving  credit  to  Mr.  Charles  Schofield  who  has  been  Janitor  of 
the  Museum  for  the  past  twelve  years.    On  his  shoulders  has 
fallen  the  work  of  caring  for  Peabody  House  under  the  increased 
load  which  has  come  as  a  result  of  its  use  for  Remedial  Reading, 
Evening  Study  Groups,  Band  rehearsals,  and  sundry  evening  events. 
He  has  always  been  ready  to  help  with  any  curator's  tasks,  at 
the  same  time  keeping  the  building  so  clean  and  the  floors  and 
cases  so  polished  as  to  make  the  Museum  attractive  to  visitors. 

"J?e  look  forward  to  a  busy  year  ahead,  a  year  devoted 
largely  to  work  at  laboratory  bench  and  typewriter,  but  one 
which  should  see  the  winding  up  of  many  of  the  projects  which 
are  now  under  way.    We  plan  an  additional  season  in  the  field 
in  Maine,  and  it  is  likely  that  we  shall  be  interested  in  the 
progress  of  the  garage  under  Boston  Common.    The  year  19h9 
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should  produce  results  in  the  form  of  reports  which  will  bear 
evidence  of  our  accomplishments  in  the  field. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Douglas  S,  Byers,  Director 


